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DETAILED ACTION 

Response to Amendment 

1. Applicant's amendment was received on 1/17/06, and has been entered and made of 
record. Currently, claims 2-13, 15-18, and 24-34 are pending. 

2. The indicated allowability of claims 8, 15, and 26 is withdrawn in view of the newly 
discovered reference(s) to Kita et ah (U.S. Patent Number 6,707,927). Rejections based on the 
newly cited reference(s) follow. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S. C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by another filed 
in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an application for 
patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an 
international application filed under the treaty defined in section 35 1(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this 
subsection of an application filed in the United States only if the international application designated the United 
States and was published under Article 2 1(2) of such treaty in the English language. 

4. Claims 2-13, 15-18, and 24-34 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated 
by Kita et ah (U.S. Patent Number 6,707,927). 

Regarding claim £, Kita discloses a method of providing human visible information on an 
image, the method comprising the steps of: selecting a location on an image for human visible 
information (column 1, lines 20-53); analyzing pixels of the image at said location that will be 
used to create the human visible information to determine pixel values of said analyzed pixels 
(column 3, lines 14-65, and column 5, lines 10-59); adjusting the pixel values of said analyzed 
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pixels by a predetermined amount (column 6, line 28-column 7, line 65); and printing the image 
with said human visible information thereon (see abstract, and column 5, line 10-column 6, line 
67), wherein said human visible information is presented with pixel values which are different 
from pixel values of an image area which surrounds said human visible information (column 12, 
lines 38-59), wherein said selecting step comprises the step of determining an optimum location 
for said human visible information based on a spatial analysis of said image (column 2, lines 11- 
41, and column 3, lines 14-65). 

Regarding claim 2, Kita discloses a method discussed above in claim 8, and further 
teaches that said adjusting step comprises increasing the pixel values of said analyzed pixels 
(column 3, lines 14-65, column 5, lines 10-59, and column 13, line 19-column 14, line 67). 

Regarding claim 5, Kita discloses a method discussed above in claim 8, and further 
teaches that said adjusting step comprises decreasing the pixel values of said analyzed pixels 
(column 3, lines 14-65, column 5, lines 10-59, and column 13, line 19-column 14, line 67). 

Regarding claim 4, Kita discloses a method discussed above in claim 8, and further 
teaches that said adjusting step comprises changing the pixel value of at least one color channel 
of said analyzed pixels (column 3, lines 14-65, column 5, lines 10-59, and column 13, line 19- 
column 14, line 67). 

Regarding claim 5, Kita discloses a method discussed above in claim 8, and further 
teaches that said adjusting step comprises adjusting the pixel values of said analyzed pixels by 
different amounts in each color channel (column 3, lines 14-65, column 5, lines 10-59, and 
column 13, line 19-column 14, line 67). 
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Regarding claim 6, Kita discloses a method discussed above in claim 8, and further 
teaches that said adjusting step comprises adjusting the pixel values of said analyzed pixels by 
different amounts according to a value of an original pixel (column 3, lines 14-65, column 5, 
lines 10-59, and column 13, line 19-column 14, line 67). 

Regarding claim 7, Kita discloses a method discussed above in claim 8, and further 
teaches that said adjusting step comprises adjusting the pixel values of said analyzed pixels by 
less than 10% of full scale (column 3, lines 14-65, column 5, lines 10-59, and column 13, line 
19-column 14, line 67). 

Regarding claim 9, Kita discloses a method discussed above in claim 8, and further 
teaches that said optimum location of said image for said human visible information is at least 
one of an area without high frequency detail on said image, an area of repetitive detail in the 
image, and a dark portion area of the image (column 3, lines 14-65, column 5, lines 10-59, 
column 13, line 19-column 14, line 67), and column 16, line 4-column 17, line 60. 

Regarding claim 10, Kita discloses a method discussed above in claim 8, and further 
teaches that said optimum location of said image for said human visible information is at least an 
area where faces or flesh are not detected (column 3, lines 14-65, column 5, lines 10-59, and 
column 13, line 19-column 14, line 67). 

Regarding claim 11, Kita discloses a method discussed above in claim 8, and further 
teaches that said analyzing step comprises analyzing a portion of the image (column 3, lines 14- 
65, column 5, lines 10-59, and column 13, line 19-column 14, line 67). 

Regarding claim 12, Kita discloses a method discussed above in claim 8, and further 
teaches that said human visible information is at least one of a number, a URL, a bar code, APS 
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IX frame titles, text graphics, a password, a company logo and a crop box on front of the print 
(column 3, lines 14-65, column 5, lines 10-59, and column 13, line 19-column 14, line 67). 

Regarding claim 13, Kita discloses a method discussed above in claim 8, and further 
teaches that said human visible information is human readable and/or human detectable (column 
3, lines 14-65, column 5, lines 10-59, and column 13, line 19-column 14, line 67). 

Regarding claim 15, Kita discloses a system for providing human visible information on 
an image, the system comprising: a computer device adapted to analyze pixels of an image that 
will be used to create human visible information to determine pixel values of said analyzed 
pixels (column 3, lines 14-65, and column 5, lines 10-59); said computer device being further 
adapted to adjust the analyzed pixel values of said pixels by a predetermined amount (column 6, 
line 28-column 7, line 65); and a printing device adapted to print the image with said human 
visible information thereon (see abstract, and column 5, line 10-column 6, line 67), wherein said 
human visible information is printed with pixel values that differ from pixel values of an image 
area which surrounds the human visible information (column 12, lines 38-59), wherein said 
computer device is further adapted to determine an optimum location for said human visible 
information based on a spatial analysis of said image (column 2, lines 11-41, and column 3, lines 
14-65). 

Regarding claim 16, Kita discloses a system discussed above in claim 15, and further 
teaches that said optimum location of said image for said human visible information is at least 
one of an area without high frequency detail on said image, an area of repetitive detail in the 
image, and a dark portion area of the image (column 3, lines 14-65, column 5, lines 10-59, and 
column 13, line 19-column 14, line 67). 
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Regarding claim 17, Kita discloses a system discussed above in claim 15, and further 
teaches that said human visible information is at least one of a number, a URL, a password, a bar 
code, APS IX frame titles, text graphics, a company logo and a crop box on front of the print 
(column 3, lines 14-65, column 5, lines 10-59, and column 13, line 19-column 14, line 67). 

Regarding claim 18, Kita discloses a system discussed above in claim 15, and further 
teaches that said human visible information is human readable and/or human detectable (column 
3, lines 14-65, column 5, lines 10-59, and column 13, line 19-column 14, line 67). 

Regarding claim 24, Kita discloses a method discussed above in claim 26, and further 
teaches that said adjusting step comprises increasing the pixel values of said analyzed pixels 
(column 3, lines 14-65, column 5, lines 10-59, and column 13, line 19-column 14, line 67). 

Regarding claim 25, Kita discloses a method discussed above in claim 26, and further 
teaches that said adjusting step comprises decreasing the pixel values of said analyzed pixels 
(column 3, lines 14-65, column 5, lines 10-59, and column 13, line 19-column 14, line 67). 

Regarding claim 26, Kita discloses a method of providing human visible information on 
an image, the method comprising the steps of: selecting a location on an image for human visible 
information (column 1, lines 20-53); analyzing pixels of the image at said location that will be 
used to create the human visible information to determine pixel values of said analyzed pixels 
(column 3, lines 14-65, and column 5, lines 10-59); adjusting the pixel values of said analyzed 
pixels by a predetermined amount (column 6, line 28-column 7, line 65); and printing the image 
with said human visible information thereon (see abstract, and column 5, line 10-column 6, line 
67), wherein said human visible information is presented with pixel values which are different 
from pixel values that have they have replaced (column 12, lines 38-59), wherein said selecting 
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step comprises the step of determining an optimum location for said human visible information 
based on a spatial analysis of said image (column 2, lines 11-41, and column 3, lines 14-65). 

Regarding claim 27, Kita discloses a method discussed above in claim 26, and further 
teaches that said optimum location of said image for said human visible information is at least 
one of an area without high frequency detail on said image, an area of repetitive detail in the 
image, and a dark portion area of the image (column 3, lines 14-65, column 5, lines 10-59, and 
column 13, line 19-column 14, line 67). 

Regarding claim 28, Kita discloses a method discussed above in claim 26, and further 
teaches that said analyzing step comprises analyzing a portion of the image (column 3, lines 14- 
65, column 5, lines 10-59, and column 13, line 19-column 14, line 67). 

Regarding claim 29, Kita discloses a method discussed above in claim 26, and further 
teaches that said human visible information is at least one of a number, a URL, a bar code, APS 
IX frame titles, text graphics, a password, a company logo and a crop box on front of the print 
(column 3, lines 14-65, column 5, lines 10-59, and column 13, line 19-column 14, line 67). 

Regarding claim 30, Kita discloses a method discussed above in claim 26, and further 
teaches that said human visible information is human readable and/or human detectable (column 
3, lines 14-65, column 5, lines 10-59, and column 13, line 19-column 14, line 67). 

Regarding claim 31, Kita discloses a method discussed above in claim 26, and further 
teaches that said adjusting step comprises adjusting the pixel values of said analyzed pixels by 
different amounts in each color channel (column 3, lines 14-65, column 5, lines 10-59, and 
column 13, line 19-column 14, line 67). 


Application/Control Number: 10/020,538 Page 8 

Art Unit: 2625 

Regarding claim 32, Kita discloses a method discussed above in claim 26, and further 
teaches that said adjusting step comprises adjusting the pixel values of said analyzed pixels by 
different amounts according to a value of an original pixel (column 3, lines 14-65, column 5, 
lines 10-59, and column 13, line 19-column 14, line 67). 

Regarding claim 55, Kita discloses a method discussed above in claim 26, and further 
teaches that said adjusting step comprises adjusting the pixel values of said analyzed pixels by 
less than 10% of full scale (column 3, lines 14-65, column 5, lines 10-59, and column 13, line 
19-column 14, line 67). 

Regarding claim 34, Kita discloses a method discussed above in claim 26, and further 
teaches that said optimum location of said image for said human visible information is at least an 
area where faces or flesh are not detected (column 3, lines 14-65, column 5, lines 10-59, and 
column 13, line 19-column 14, line 67). 

Citation of Pertinent Prior Art 
5. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. 

Akashi (U.S. Patent Application Publication 2002/0015510) discloses an image 
recording method; and 

Nakano et al. (U.S. Patent Number 6,418,232) discloses a method of authenticating 
digital watermark pictures. 


Application/Control Number: 10/020,538 Page 9 

Art Unit: 2625 

Conclusion 

6. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Joe Pokrzywa whose telephone number is (571) 272-7410. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday, 9:00-5:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Edward L. Coles can be reached on (571) 272-7402. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

Joseph R. Pokrzywa 
Primary Examiner 


jrp 



